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THE DYNAMIC OF SPIRITUAL TRANSE ORMATION
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IN THE WITH-GOD LIFE: FIFTEEN EXPRESSIONS

{Ecclesiasticus)

Stage of Formation Scriptures God’s Action Human Reaction Type of Mediation  Locus of Social Context Central Individual(s) Key Spiritual
Mediation Disciplines
l. The People of God in  Genesis 1-11* Creates, instructs, Disobey, rebel, sacrifice, Face-to-face Garden, field, individuals Adam, Eve, Practicing the
Individual Communion steward of a good murder, repent, obey Noah's ark Enoch, Noah Presence,‘ gonfes-
creation, banishes, sion, sacrifice,
destroys, restores obedience/
submission
Il. The People of God Genesis 12-50 Gives promise and estab-  Faith, wrestle with Through the family  Tent, desert, jail Extended families  Abraham and Pilgr'ir_nage, _
Become a Family lishes Abrahamic covenant, God, persevere and nomadic clans  Sarah, saac, sacrifice, chastity
makes a great people Jacob, Joseph
In. '!‘he People of God Exodus, Leviticus, Extends mercy, grace, and  Obey and disobey, Through God'’s Ark of the covenant, ~ Nomadic tribes Moses S.ubm‘is_sion, sileqce,
in Exodus Numbers, Deuteronomy deliverance from exile; develop a distinctive terrifying acts and tabernacle simplicity, worship
delivers the Mosaic form of ritual the Law
i covenant/iaw
] IV. The People of God Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Establishes a theocracy,  Inhabit the Promised Land, Through the conquest ~ Shiloh, Bethel An ethnic people with Joshua, Deboran,  Guidance, radical
in'the Promised Land 1 Samuel 1-12 bequeaths the accept judges as mediators and learning to act fiuid leadership Ruth, Samson, obedience/
Promised Land with God Gideon, Samuel submission,
secrecy
V. The Peo;.)le of God 1 Samuel 13-31 & 2 Permits the monarchy, exalts  Embrace the monarchy Through the king, Altars, consecrated  Political nation on Saul, pavid, 3 Worship, prayer
as a Nation Samue!, 1 & 2 Kings, good kings, uses secular prophets, priests, places, first the world stage Hezekiah, Elijah,
1 & 2 Chronicles, nations for blessing and sacrifices (Solomonic) temple Elisha
1 Esdras 1
v The Peo_ple ofGod  Job, Psaims of Lament, Permits tribulation, allows  Complain yet remain faithful Through suffering  Ash heap, hard Individual Job, Israel as the Fashng solitude,
inTravail Ecclesiastes, Lamentations, suffering to strengthen faith and the disappoint-  circumstances of life suffering servant silence, SmeISS.IOH,
. ments of life service, celebration
Vil. The People of Goq in  Psalms, Psalm 151 Establishes liturgical Praise, prayer Through song, Jerusalem, flowering  Nation David Prayer, Yvorship,
Prayer and Worship worship i of individual ({onfess,o‘n, gelebra—
experience tion, meditation
Viil. The '?EOP"_? of . Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Gives precepts for living  Teachable, learning, Through wisdom Temple, in the Nation triumphant ~ Solomon Study, ggidance,
Gor in Daity Lits Song of Solomon, Wisdom  in community treasure beautiful words gate, home it
of Solomon, The Wisdom and artistic expression meditation
of Jesus Son of Sirach
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Stage of Formation

IX. The People of God
in Rebellion

Resource Charts

Scriptures

God's Action Human Reaction
; é';:‘r’:, i:;i ?.;21 l;u:rg;ZS:w, Proclaims prophetic judg-  Disbelieve and reject,
e e ;6?, ment anq redemption, believe false prophets, a
Hosea, - Amos_Jo ; revealg his rule over faithful remnant emerges
0S€3, Joe!, ,Jonah,  all nations, promises
Micah, !‘lahum, Habakkuk,  immanuel, uses secular
Zephaniah, Judith, Prayer  nations to bring judgment

of Manasseh

X. The People of God

2 . : .
Kings 25:11-30, 2 Chvoricles - Judges, yet remains faithful - Mourn, survive, long for

in Exile 36:20~23, Jeremi
. , iah37-52,  to covenant promises Ji
. . : grusalgm, stand for God
Lanmamns. ’ ,Ezelaely LeuerD:fm without institutions
Jeremiah, Additions to Daniel
XI. The People i
ple of God Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Regathers and redeems,  Retum, obey, rebuild

in Restoration

Daniel, Haggai, Zechariah,
Malachi, Additions to Esther,
1 Esdras 2-9, & 2 Esdras,
1,2, 3, & 4 Maccabees,
Tobit, Additions to Daniel

restructures social life worship, pursue Messianic

figure, compile Septuagint

Xil. The People of God
with Immanuel

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John  Sends the Son and acts Hear and follow,

with the Son resist and reject
Xlil. The Peopie of God
s :n Acts Sends the Holy Spiritand  Believe and proclaim,
creates the Church dishelieve and persecute
XiV. The Peoj inthi
e I:Ji i‘:; God nglr;lg:s,; Eﬁ r12e Qorlnmlans, Builds, nurtures, and Become disciples of Jesus
latians, sians, mobilizes the Chu i isci
Pilkyiars G sas rch :Iohtr'l‘st ang make disciples
1 & 2 Thessalonians, 1 & 7o o the carh
2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon,
Hebrews, James, 1 & 2
Peter, 1,2, & 3 John, Jude
XV. The Peopl i
st r;:‘ i‘:y of God Revelation Reveals infinite progress ~ Worship and praise
toward infinite good creativity that ,
magnifies God

Resource Charts 205
Type of Mediation  Locus of Social Context Central Individual(s) Key Spiritual
Mediation Disciplines
Through the prophets  High places, Temple  Nation under siege saiah, Hosea, Amos  Fasting, repentance,
and repression by desecrated and and dispersed obedience/
the Gentiles destroyed submission, solitude,
silence, the law
internalized
Through punishment, Babylon, anyplace,  Ethnics abroad Ezekiel, Jeremiah Detachment, fasting,
being ablessingto  anytime without a political simplicity, prayer,
their captors homeland silence, service
Through repentance,  Rebuilt Temple, Remnant on the Ezra, Cyrus the Pilgrimage,
service, synagogue  synagogue infernational scene,  Persian, Nehemiah, confession, worship,
study ethnics in the Maccabees, Essenes, study, service
teadership of other  John the Baptist
nations
Through the Temple and syna- Small groups, Jesus Christ Celebration, study,
IncamateWordand  gogue, boats and disciples, apostles,  Incamnate pilgrimage, submis-
the living presence  hillsides, gatherings  hostile critics sion, prayer, sacrifice,
of the kingdom of disciples obedience, confession
Through the Holy Temple, synagogue,  Jew, Gentile, Peter, Paul Speaking and hearing
Spirit, persecution, schools, riversides,  house churches, the word, sacrifice,
and martyrdom public square abandonment of guidance, generosity/
social strata service, fasting, prayer
In one another, Gathered community  Community redefined Peter, Paul, John Prayer, study,
through Scripture, by the Body of Christ, accountabifity/
teaching, preaching, decadent Greco- submission,
prophetic utterance, Roman culture fellowship
pastoral care, the
Holy Spirit, the
sacraments
Throughout the Focused in the The Trinity and God the Father, Living beyond
€OSmos New Jerusalemand it community Son, and Holy Spirit;  disciplines
extending throughout aposties, prophets
the cosmos




